
From the ONZA President Robyn McQueen 

As we near the end of another busy year, I would like to thank the many people who have made ONZA events 
and initiatives happen over recent months. Through these initiatives we make a strong statement about the 
value of Arts education and the place of music in a life well lived. I would also like  to acknowledge funding 
partners who have contributed to operational and event costs. In 2018 we have received support from 
Foundation North, Lion Foundation, Tauranga City Council and the Wallace Foundation. We also appreciate 
the patronage of John Eady and our ONZA supporters. A huge vote of thanks to Terry Locke who has done 
numerous funding applications over the years. Significantly, this year we have been awarded funding from the 
Ministry of Education through the Networks of Expertise initiative for regional workshops and mentoring. Keep 
an eye on our website for dates and details of upcoming workshops. 2019 will be our biggest year yet. In the 
meantime, I wish you a blessed Christmas and a refreshing summer break. See you at a workshop or festival 
next year! Ngā manākitanga. 

Translation: Take care of Papatuanuku. Her life force is your life force. From her comes life for all things. 
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Early Childhood Workshop 8th September 2018, report by Caroline Zeeman 

A beautiful sunny early spring day provided the perfect conditions for Jo Charman’s ‘Click, Capture, Create’ 
photography workshop at Scribbles Early Childhood Centre. Jo taught our 13 keen participants how to turn 
every day moments into fun-filled musical experiences, just by using your phone as a camera. We used the 
Orff process to bring these images alive through singing, moving and playing instruments. It was a very 
inspiring workshop enjoyed by all. After a quick afternoon tea, we were introduced to movement and dance 
and crossing the mid-line with Janet Channon’s ‘Music with Movement to assist brain development’.Janet 
shared a repertoire of music based on her resources written by the ‘Kids Music Company’ and turned most of 
us attendees into rockstars and/or very coordinated dancers. It was a lot of fun and interesting. All participants 
left on a very happy note! 

Participants enjoying the early childhood workshop on the 8th of September 

Richard Gill has passed away in Sydney 

Outpourings of grief and expressions of deep appreciation 
come from across the Tasman and from all over the world 
upon the news that conductor, music pedagogue and 
passionate music advocate Richard Gill has passed away at 
the age of 76. Richard was an extraordinary human being, who 
has touched the minds and hearts of very many people young 
and old in profound ways. Many tributes, video clips, 
performances, tribute articels and also interviews with Richard 
are available via digital media. Richard Gill was also one of my 
mentors here in the southern hemisphere. He was a teacher at 
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the Orff Institute summer courses and we met there when I was student and summer course assistant in 1978. 
His teaching was innovative, full of creative musical ideas, witty, challenging and his work always incorporated 
music and dance movement. Richard also loved traditional multicultural dance forms. When I arrived in 
Sydney at the end of 1979 to begin my southern hemisphere journey Richard picked me up at the airport, took 
me into his family and helped me to make a start in my personal and professional journey downunder. 
Together with a great number of other educators I attended numerous of his workshops in Melbourne, Sydney 
and elsewhere. The song ‘Lullaby’ (see above) was one of those gems that Richard taught us, he sang it to us 
in a workshop as an incentive to develop musical improvisations on melodic percussion instruments. He sang, 
he conducted, he gestured, and we sang the lullaby in Canon with various percussion accompaniments. And 
what developed were glorious sounds! Thank you Richard for your immeasurabe gifts! 

Coming up soon 

Saturday 19 to Thursday 24 January 2019 
Orff Course Level 3  
Facilitators: James Harding (San Francisco), 
Renee Morin (Wairoa) and Christoph Maubach 
(Northland). 
Venue: Wairau Intermediate, 13 Becroft Dr, 
Forrest Hill, Auckland. For more info please go to: 
http://onza.nz/level-3-with-james-harding/ 

Saturday 9 March 2019 
Explore, create, discover! Orff music for young 
children in Kerikeri. 
For early childhood educators. 
Venue: Kingston House, 123 Hone Heke Road, 
Kerikeri, Northland. 
Facilitators: Clare Battersby, Peter Visser, 
Christoph Maubach. 
Inquiries: Christoph Maubach: 09 408 5570. 
Mobile:0211 578167. Email: 
cewwm1@students.waikato.ac.nz    
 

Use a picture book to develop music skills.  
By Shirley Harvey 

Roadworks by Sally Sutton is illustrated by Brian 
Lovelock. This was a favourite with my grandsons at ages 2 
and 4. Apart from learning about the process of building a 
road, they have  also had lots of practice at some basic 
music skills all as part of the fun:  
•Speaking and moving in time to a beat by using body 
percussion 
•Expressing action words in movement – as individuals and 
together 
•Matching pitch with their voices when we turned a couple 
of pages into a 4 note (so-mi-la- do)  song.  
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Children at the Marimba Festival in Tauranga. 

http://onza.nz/level-3-with-james-harding/
mailto:cewwm1@students.waikato.ac.nz


Keeping in mind the need to begin with speech to build success, I used the following sequence: 
  
Speech  body percussion                  untuned instruments                   singing               

tuned  instruments   whole  body movements found sounds. 

Here are some possible activities:  
•Watch roadworks nearby as inspiration and discussing how roads are built.  
•Read the book Roadworks rhythmically, having children echo the three sound words on each page.  
 E.g.: Adult says PING BANG TAP  varying the dynamics from page to page (soft, loud and every sound in 
between);  Children echo PING BANG TAP using the same dynamics.  
•Some pages lend themselves to body percussion e.g. Hammer in the marking pegs (hammer with two fists). 
Make it firm and flat (how many ways of clapping can you find? )  
•Some pages suggest whole body movement  - e.g. scoop and swing and drop; roll the tar; spread the tar; 
paint the lines in nice and straight; dig and stamp and lug. Have fun with this. It is fabulous language 
development!  
•Choose a page with a sequence of words which lend themselves to instrument sounds e.g.  CRASH, ROAR 
THUMP  and  choose  3 untuned  percussion sounds or found sounds to express them eg hand cymbals,  
roarer (the cylinder you find at Trade Aid shops works well) or use a guiro , drum  

Game: Think of several actions from the story and try them out with the children. One child comes 
out the front and mimes an action. Others  guess the word that goes with the action (spread; paint, 
scoop, drop, dig, water). Make a picture story for the wall with children’s illustrations showing the 
process of road building: 

Turn a favourite page into a song (you probably need to chant the Vroom rather than sing it!)  
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A child who can keep a steady beat will enjoy accompanying the singing with alternating low and high Cs on a 
Xylophone with those bars removed that are not needed for the accompaniment.  
Other Sally Sutton books: Sally Sutton has written several other books on this theme. The illustrations are by 
Brian Lovelock and are brilliant. Look out for: Demolition, Construction, Construction Crew and the latest one 
Dig, Dump, Roll. The publisher is Walker Books.  
shirley.harvey51@gmail.com 

Tauranga Marimba Festival 2018 by Michelle Hall and Rachel Parker 
For Makaraka School from Gisborne, the opportunity to prepare for, and participate in the inaugural Tauranga 
Marimba Festival was not to be missed!  
Some comments from our students were “I liked playing music because it is part of my life”, “It was cool to see 
others doing it too”, “I liked the sound of the beats, it inspires me to do other things”, “The kids were really 
talented”, “I liked performing”, “Jeremy was great”. 

Tauranga Marimba Festival participants practicing with their teacher Jeremy Hantler 

Even though we have no marimba at our school we are very fortunate to have access to beautiful instruments 
from the Out Of Schools Music programme, with cases to protect each one, allowing safe transport. So each 
week Room 5 practiced at least once, learning a new song. It was impressive to see the progress of these 
Year 5’s and 6’s. Most had never played marimba or even piano before but they took to it like Tangaroa’s fish 
to water!  We felt it was important for our students to attend the marimba festival as it is the first time in 
Tauranga and outside of Auckland. This made it do-able for us from Gisborne and meant that our students can 
access the same experiences as other students.   
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All the songs were enjoyable in different ways with Synthesis and Ocean Refuses No River being stand out 
favourites.  Orff Schulwerk makes them easy to learn and remember.  It was a real bonus in the holidays to 
have Jeremy here for a morning to help the students and us refine each piece and we thank ONZA for 
organising this and funding his time here. 
We loved the venue at ‘Our Place’, with its summery, community atmosphere, and felt included by the other 
schools. Once again, Orff method demonstrated its inherent ability to allow those with no formal music training, 
and groups who had never played together before, to blend seamlessly for a enjoyable and inspiring 
experience for both participants and audience. 
A huge ‘thank you’ and ‘congratulations’ to Jeremy and the whole group involved in organising this festival. We 
hope it continues (Michelle Hall and Rachel Parker). 

This ‘Cha Cha’ for Soprano Recorder or Soprano Xylophone provides some riveting untuned 
percussion ostinati. The Clave, Cowebell, Shaker, Bongo and Guiro patterns can accompany both 
sections of the piece throughout.  
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ONZA Marimba Festivals 2018 
The 2018 ONZA Marimba Festivals took place in Auckland (Saturday 1 September) and Tauranga (7 
November). Heartfelt congratulations and thanks go to the children and their families, the teachers the ONZA 
management team and especially Jeremy Hantler. The photos provide a few joyful impressions of these two 
festival events that came about through the tireless efforts of all involved. 
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Tauranga ONZA Marimba festival participants: Concentrated playing is serious fun! 

Participants of ONZA Marimba Festivals in Auckland and Tauranga sang and played with a variety of 
instruments create an exciting sound palette. On the left you see a performer with a Putatara while on 
the right string players mix it with the Marimbas. 
Visit our ONZA website to find out more about Orff New 
Zealand AOTEAROA: http://onza.nz/ 
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Te Whanganui a Tara (Wellington) news, by Makaira Waugh 

Orff Teacher education workshops Levels  1 & 2 were run at Eastern Hutt School over the last weekend of the 
October holidays, with a strong turnout of participants in both programmes, thanks to Priya’s enduring efforts 
to enlist teachers in the Orff approach. For the first time a component of the Level 1 training was delivered in te 
reo Māori to support two kaiako who teach in Māori medium schools. It is my hope this is the start of many 
things to come. Priya also organised a symposium for senior Orff practitioners in the July holidays, and a very 
full weekend was had at Eastern Hutt School and Te Ara Whānui, with teachers sharing material from their 
own programmes with colleagues. We all came away much richer for the experience, with sāsā, songwriting, 
dance and many other offerings under our belts.  
‘A taste of Orff’ workshop earlier in the year gave interested people a sense of the approach, but also allowed 
level 1 and 2 graduates to step up to a teaching role and share their own material with other teachers. Thanks 
very much to Priya Gain for organising and facilitating these three awesome experiences. 
The last instrument for the Te Ara Whānui Kura Kaupapa Māori sound garden has now been built, completing 
the collection. Te Pūmanawataki is a percussion table holding 11 different untuned instruments, providing a 
rhythmic base for all the tuned taonga. Our tamariki have been rocking it! The completed sound garden will be 
opened in the new year once its enclosure is built. 

!  
                    Te Pūmanawataki 

Also upcoming in 2019: A number of ONZA teachers and representatives are looking to provide workshop 
sessions at the Primary School Teachers’ Conference in April 2019. Jo Charman and Robyn McQueen are 
planning a session entitled: ‘What does a photograph sound like?’ Renée Morin and Jo Charman preparing 
‘Enlivening written text through dance drama and music’. Millie Locke and Robyn Ewing looking to offer 
‘Starting with a paua shell…Enriching language through drama and music’. Priya Gain plans to provide: 
‘Extending story through music and dance’. And Makaiara Waugh with Priya Gain offer Te whare tapere - 
exploring Matariki through music and movement. 
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Participants develop their ensemble playing skills 
at the Wellington Orff Teaching Course Level 1 

Lindo Francis Memorial Instrument Grant by Robyn McQueen 
Tyndale Park Christian School received the Lindo Francis Memorial Grant early in 2018. The grant has 
enabled the school to purchase  one second-hand Marimba and commission  Phill Jones of Tukutuki 
instruments to make new notes for a Marimba frame we were given. We have also purchased drum sticks to 
use with donated buckets, which are used with students from Year 2 to year 10. Attending the Auckland 
Marimba Festival for the first time was a highlight for students, staff and families. Students from year eight to 
year ten were involved in the main concert and playing 'front of house'. In December we will take our 
Marimbas, along with a hired Contrabass to play at a community Christmas event. Here are some comments 
from students: ‘I really like the loud bass sound when you hit the Bass Marimba,’ ‘The marimba is SO good to 
play!’ ‘The sticks are really nice - the bass has a nice sound’ ‘I think having the Marimbas are a good 
opportunity.  I feel lucky to have them at our school.’ 

ONZA committee 2018: Robyn McQueen, President. Jo Charman, Vice President. Millie Locke, Treasurer. 
Shirley Harvey, Past President. Christoph Maubach, Newsletter Editor. Celia Stewart, South Island. Priya Gain, 
Wellington. Hayley Hunter, Hazel Roggen, Janine Wymer, Jeremy Hantler, Philippa Drake, Rosemary Song, 
Caroline Zeeman, Terry Locke.     
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Gesture, voice, hand - eye cordination, it 
was all in a days work at the Orff 

Teaching Course Level 1 in Christchurch


